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« BEHOLD 1 BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT Joy.”’ 
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CHOCTAW MISSION. 
Station of Mayhew. 

On the 20th of November, Mr. Kings- 
bury took up his residence at the new es- 
tablishment on the Ooktibbelia, having re- 
moved his family thither ia order more 
conveniently to supevintend the buildings 
which were erecting, and the other opera- 
tions preparatory to the opening of a school. 
The place has since been named Mayhew, 
in memory of the excellent and devoted 
man who so successiully preached tiie Gos- 
pel to the Indians on Martha’s vineyard, 
and consecrated their lives to this self- 
denying service, at anearly period in the 
settlement of our country. It has already 
been mentioned, that Messrs. Wright, 
Cushman, and Hooper, are assigned to this 
station. Dr. Pride commenced his resi- 
dence here a month before Mr Kingsbury’s 
removal, and acts as steward and accoun- 
tant, beside doing whatever may be in his 
power, in any departinent of labor. 

The pecuniary embarrassments, which 
the Board experienced last winter and 
spring, have borne with peculiar weigiitt upon 
this establishment. It was supposed by the 
Committee, that if any mission could bear 
to have its drafts on the Trea sury restrained, 
it certainly was this mission ; as the annut- 
ty of the Choctaws was pledged to its vari- 
ous branches, and a considerable sum was 
due from the government of the United 
States, as a reimbursement of monies ex- 
pended in the erection of buildings. The 
expected relief has not been obtained, how- 
ever, from either of these sources. ‘The 
resignation of the former agent, and the 
appointment of a new one, ‘occasioned an 
unexpected delay, in the reception of the 
money ;—a delay, which had not ceased to 
exist, at the date of the last intelligence. 
"A very satisfactory letter had been received 
however, from the Secretary of war, con- 

taining precise stipulations, as to what would 
be ultimately paid by the government for 
the buildings at each station. Ifthe annu- 
ity were paid up the present time, and the 
monies expended on the buildings, as au- 
thorized by government were refunded, the 
Mission w ould be able, from these seurces 
Mr Kingsbarv 
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teal been informed, by a letter which proba- 
bly reached him some weeks avo, that he 
may draw on the Treasury of the Board 
for five hundred dollars a month, till he 
receives other directions. ‘This will afford 
him some relief from the anxiety to meet 
his engagements, which has greatly op- 
pressed him for the last six months WI hen 
Dr. Worcester left Mayhew, he advised 
Mr. Kingsbury to visit Natchez, and its 
neighborhood immediately, for the sake 
of obtaining donations, in this perplexing 
emergency. The advice was followed ; 
but the season of the year proved unpro- 
pitious ; and Mr. Kin; esbury, after commu- 
nicating information, and preparing the way 
for a future a agency, returned to Mayhew as 
expeditiously as possible, where he arrived 
on the 13th of July. 

The former part of summer was ex- 
cessively wet, so that the crop of corn prob- 
ably would not be more than a third as 
great, as it was expected to be when plant- 
ed. ‘The labors of the mission were also 
greatly impeded by the long continued rains, 
and by the sickness, which they were the 
means of producing. ‘The making of brick 
had been quite impracticable ;—a business 
for which considerable preparation had 
been made ;—and some of the hired men, 
discouraged by sickness, and other unfavor- 
able circumstances, had left their employ- 
ment. At the last date, August 14th,’ 
the weather had become dry, and prospects 
were more favorable. Mr. Kingsbury, 
though he had himself been ill, was about 
to yisit Elliot, at the request of Mrs. A. V. 
Williams, who was apprehended to be dan- 
gerously sick, “ We are now passing the 
ordeal of the season,” he observes, “who 
will survive it is known only to Him, who 
has the springs of life in his hand.” 


Projected Station at the Six Towns. 


In the course of the last winter, Mr. 
Jewel was deputed by his brethren to visit 
a part of the Choctaw nation called the 
six towns, and to make arrangments for 
opening a school there, according to encour- 
agement, which had been held out to the 
natives. He commenced his journey ; 
but was called back by intelligence, that 
the assistant missionaries, then on their 
way, had taken a different rout from the one 
contemplated, which so altered the imme- 

*]t will be remembered, that this Repert 
was written in September. 
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éiate prospects of the mission, that he could 
not be spared from Elliot. More recently, 
ithas been deemed expedient to enter anew 
upon the undertaking ;, Mr. Jewel has a- 
gain been despatched upon the business, 
and is probably now engaged in making 
preparations for a local school. 


Projected Station at the French Camps. 


Mr. Williams, being obliged to suspend 
his labors in the school, was advised by the 
brethren totravel on horseback for his health, 
and to take in his course such parts of the 
Choctaw nation as would be most likely to 
aid cheerfully and zealously in the estab- 
lishment and support of local schools. In 
accomplishing — this object he visited the 
Frenci: Camps, a settlement on the Natch- 
ez road, further south than the other sta- 
tions. Eke found the people there very 
desirous of having a local school established 
for their benefit. He told them distinctly, 
that the Board could do little more than fur- 
nisha teacher, and provide him and his fam- 
ily with clothing and furniture, and perhaps 
atford books and stationary for the school. 
The principal persons of this neighborhood, 
or scattering settlement, as it may more 
properly be ‘called, are whites with Indian 
families, old settlers s—some of them, it 
would seem, of French descent. They pro- 
pose the following plan, and have engaged 
to carry it into execution; viz. To select 
a suitable spot of land for the use of the 
teacher’s family ;—to put up the necessary 
buildings at their own expence ; to furnish 
comfortable food for the teacher’s family, 
and for such Indian ehildren, belonging to 
this settlement, ascannot eat at their parents’ 
houses, on account of the distance : to sup- 
ply the necessary domestic he Ip for the fam- 
ily ; and to clear land for a garden, cornfield, 
and other necessary purposes. 

When these proposals were reported to 
the brethren, they took very judicious meas- 
ures to satisfy the wishes of the natives; 
and to make an experiment, by commence- 
ing aschool as soon as possible. Mr. Will- 
iams was designated to be the teacher. 
It was deemed most prudent to begin the 
school on a small scale, at a house already 
erected, and belonging to one of the pat- 
yons of the school, whose name is Le Fleur. 
It was contemplated, that Mr. Williams 


would remove from Elliot in the month of 


August, to enter upon the duties ef his new 
station, if no unforeseen occurrence should 
prevent. 

Asa people, the Choctaws, like most oth- 
er uncivilized tribes, are m total darkness 
on moral and religious subjects ; exposed 
ip various and imaginary terrors from sup- 
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posed witchcraft and other causes ; addicted 
to the intemperate use of ardent spirits ;— 
in short, ignorant, degraded, and miserable 
But they are awaking to some just sense 
of their condition; they are desirous that 
their children should see better days thay 
themselves have ever seen ; they are impor- 
tunately asking the eharity ofa great Chris. 
tlan communtty. Can this charity be with. 
held ? Shall this.interesting people be su/- 
fered to relapse into their former stupidity? 
The Comunittee cannot but hope, the indi- 
eations of Providence are of a very differ. 
ent character ; and that the sensibility, 
which is felt for these wanderers of the dec- 
sert, will become more and more lively, 
and prompt to greater exertions to promote 
their present comfort, and their everlasting 
welfare. 

It would be ungrateful to close the ac- 
count of this mission, without a suitable 
notice of the very useful visit, whieh 
enjoyed from our beloved and lamented 
Corresponding Secretary Here, though 
his body was weakened by disease, his pow- 
erful mind exerted its full vigor, and his 
heart displayed its noblest attributes,—zeal 
for God and benevolence to inan. 

When the voyage and journey of Dr. 
Worcester were first planned, it was hoped 
that a passage to New Orleans wouid so 
improve his health, that leisurely travelling 
to the north would contribute greatly to his 
entire restoration. On many accounts it 
was important, that an agent of the Board, 
well acquainted with all its measures, hav- 
ing its interest greatly at heart, and_pos- 
sessing the respect and confidence of the 
missionaries, should visit the stations among 
the south western Indians. Such a com- 
mission was in. accordance with the feelings 
of the Corresponding. Secretary, and he 
entered upon the discharge of it, with. pleas- 
ing anticipations. To secure proper aid, 
i regard to the various objects of his jour- 
ney, ‘he had written to Mr. Byington, re- 
questing him to be at New Orleans early 
in February. The letter not reaching Mi. 
Byington in season, its request could no 
be complied with. But Dr. Pride, hap- 
pening to visit New Orleans just at this 
time, on business relative to the Choctaw 
and Arkansaw missions, was able to render 
his personal and professional services, and 
to be able to attend his friend and patrou 
through the Choctaw nation, till detained 
by his own sickness, at Russellville in Ala- 
bama, about the middle of May. 

At New Orleans, Dr. Worcester inserted 
in the newspapers an appeal to the inhab- 
itants of Louisiana, in behalf of 
to the Indian tribes, written with his accus- 
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tomed ability, and judgment. Both there 
and at Nathez, he obtained donations in 
money, and various articles for the use of 
the missions. ‘This was done, in a great 
measure, by the kind aid of friends, as his 
own health did not permit him to be much a- 
broad, or to see much company. Atthe latter 
place, Mr. Washburn met him by appoint- 
ment, having left Elliot to return to his sta- 
tion on the Arkansaw. An intercourse of 
three days was doubtless of great beneiit to 
ayoung missionary, just entering upon tue 
arduous duties of a new establishment. 
While passing through the Choctaw na- 
tion, Dr. Worcester was taken severely ill, 
at the house of an Indian chief, who is an 
_ ardent friend to missions. ‘There it seem- 
; ed probable, for several days, that his mor- 
-tolcourse would be ended. He was par- 
} 
| 
} 
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tially restored, however ; and, as his sick 
\ bed was attended by several missionaries, 

that no time might be lost, he proposed to 
_ Mr. Hoyt and Mr.Kingsbury eighteen ques- 
tions, relative to the coucerns of the mis- 
' sions under their care. These questions, 
_which show how intently the mind of the 
» proposer was fixed upon the object of his 
> journey, will be printed in the Appendix, 
_ with the answers to them. From the same 
sick bed he dictated a letter to the breth- 
' ren at Elliot, after he had been compelled 
: 


_to abandon the long cherished hope of vis- 
‘iting that place ;—a letter, fraught with 
- apostolical tenderness and dignity, which 
has been read by thousands with mingled 
emotions of grief and admiration. By the 
"kindness of Providence being enabled to 
resume his journey, he arrived at Mayhew 
» much exhausted, on the 25thof April. The 
‘thirteen days of his stay there, he spent in 
strengthening the missionaries, and exhort- 
"ing them to fidelity and perseverance. On 
“the first Sabbath he addressed them from 
ee ii, L—18; on the other, he assisted 
in the solemn act of forming a mission- 
> church, and administering the sacrament ; 
—labors well becoming such a man, at the 
‘closing scene of life. The next morning he 
left Mayhew, “ certainly one of the most 
Sdelightful spots,” he observes, “which my 
eves ever beheld ;” and set his face, as he 
Pithjoins, “towards Biainerd, towards Sa- 
vlem, and, I hope, towards heaven.” 











) [The Report of this mission closes with 
“the aifectionate tribute of Mr. Kingsbury 
0 the character of Dr. Worcester, as pub- 
Mished in November. ] 

ts 


HEROKEE MISSION ON THE ARKANSAW, 





When the Report of last year was pre- 
@Pared, no intelligence had been received 
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from Messrs. Finney and Washburn, aftex 
they leit Elliot for the Arkansaw country, 
in the May preceding ; nor from their assist- 
ants, Messrs. Hitchcock and Orr, who en- 
tered the mouth of the river Arkansaw, not 
long after. No communications from them 
reached the Committee ull last February ; 
nor did they receive any divectious or advice 
from the Committee, ull Mr. Washburn 
met Dr. Worcester at Natchez. So long 
an interruption of correspondence Was pain- 
ful and embarrassing on both sides; but it 
was peculiarly distressing to the missionaries, 
who greatly needed to be informed of the 
course, which the Committee wished them 
to pursue. ‘The occasion of this embarrass- 
ment was the unfaithfulness of some person 
in the post-office, which was nearest to the 
Station, and at which letters repeatedly ar- 
rived for the missionaries, as they learned 
in the most authentic manner, and as the 
post-master himself admitted. But when 
the letters were applied for, they could not 
be found ; nor could any satisfactory ac- 
count be given of them. In like manner, 
letters sent to the saine post-office, address- 
ed to the Corresponding Secretary, never 
reached his hands. The Committee are 
able to add, that the post-master is remoy- 
ed and it is hoped that a similar cause of 
complaint will not again exist. 

On the 16th of May, 1820, Messrs. Fin- 
ney and Washburn left Elliot, in the second 
attempt to reach the seat of their intended 
mission. ‘Their wives, and infant children, 
remained with the mission family. In four 
days they arrived at the Walnut Hills, soon 
obtained a passage in a steamboat to the 
mouth of White river, (which is 200 
miles above the mouth of the Yazoo,) and, 
ubout the first of June, entered the territory, 
which was to bethe scene of their future la- 
bors. They waited at the Arkansaw post 
for two hired men, who were to follow them 
with horses from Elliot. While detained 
longer than they had expected, they had an 
interview with Gov. Miller, who had just re- 
turned from a journey up the Arkansaw river. 
This journey had been undertaken with 
the-pacific intention of promoting a settle- 
ment of differences which had arisen be- 
tween the Cherokees and the Osages. The 
Governor expressed to Messrs. Finney 
and Washburn his cordial approbation of 
their mission, and his readiness to render 
them all the aid in his power. 

On the 17th of June, the hired men ar-: 
rived, having wandered among the swamps 
and bayous of the Mississippi, till they and 
their horses had nearly perished with fatigue 
and famine. The next day Messrs. Hitch- 
cock apd Qrr were so happy as to join the 
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mission company, which was now complete. 
{t is quite remarkable, that the differest 
members of the mission, proceeding by so 
different routs, and experiencing many un- 
goreseen delays, should bave met oppor- 
tunely, before either party -was ready to 
proceed on the journey into the interior. 
They je out on the 20ta, leadmg their 
horses which were sufficiently loaded with 
rot cea provisions aud bags: age. Soon 
Mr. Finmey began to suffer from a fever ; 
and, during the progress of the journey, all 
the company were more or less affected 
with sickuess. Mr. Washburn was thought 
to be dangerously ill, for a time. Mr. 
H tchcock suifered least. Part of the com- 
pany betook themselves to a canoe, and 
part proceeded by land. Mr. Washburn 
reached the residence of the former agent 
ef government among the Indians, July 
22th, and the rest had arrived by the 23d. 


[The Report here details some particu- 
lars, relative to the selection of a site, and 
the cominencement of preparations for the 
removal of the mission family thither. On 
the 3d of October, Messrs. Finney ana 
Washburn set out on their return to Elliot. 
Reaching the Arkansaw post Nov. 13th, 
they stopped three weeks to regain their 
health, which had suffered much by the way. 
The close of their journey is thus desert- 
bed. | 

They recommenced their voyage on the 
4th of December, in an open skiff, with the 
aid of a single boatman. At the renewal 
of their exposures, their fever returned. 
By the 14th they reached the Walnut Hills, 
immediately procured horses, and set out 
for Eliot. Drenched with the rains of the 
winter so'stice—dcetained by high water with- 
out food, or fire, or shelter,—their bones 
racked with intolerable pain,—their bodies 
chilled and burnt by violent ague and fever 
—they spent eleven toilsome, weary and 
anxious days, before they found repose in 
the mus ssionary family at Elliot. They had 
been absent more than seven months, totally 
secluded from the world, not having heard 
froin their friends in New England. during 
the whole time nor from their families at 
Eliiot but once. 

After various preparations, the mission 
family lefi E'liot March 22nd, and the Ar- 
kansaw post April 19th, and reached the sta- 
tion named Dwight, May 10th, the passage 
sivers having been unusually sue- 
A reinforcement to this mission 
England about the Ist ef Sept. 
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given by the Committee to the temper and 
conduct of the missionaries. | 


In concluding the account of this mis. 
sion, the committee cannot but express thei; 
approbation of the temper displayed by 
the missionaries, in all their numerous 
trials and privations. A patient acquies. 
cence in the will of their Heavenly Father, 
and a determination to do whatever they 
may have the ability to aecomplish, appex 
to mark their conduct, as well as their let. 
ters. May they, and all their brethreo, 
wherever employed ir missionary labors en- 
joy the exalted gratification of seeing mui- 
titudes rescued from sin, and made the sub 
jects of holiness, rd their instrumentality, 


(To be continued.) 








BIRMAN MISSION. 
From the American Baptist Magazine, 


Extract of a letter from Mrs. Judson, t 
Mrs. Kendall,* of Boston, dated Ran- 
goon, March 5, 1821. 

My dear Mrs. Kendall,—Our late voy 
age to Bengal was very beneficial, thougi 
my disorder (an affection of the liver) is 
not eradicated. It is net probable that | 
should now be living had it not been for 
the beneficial effects of the sea air and the 
medical adviee obtained, Nothing could 
have been more contrary to our inclinations 
than leaving the mission in such a feeble 
state. But he who is wise in ordering alt 
our steps, has overruled it for good, and 
caused his grace to shine more conspicuous 
in erabling “all the disc iples to stand firm in 
the midst of difficulty without the aid of 
teacher. It was Mr. Judson’s intention to 
return immediately on our avrival in Ben- 
gal, and lead me under the care of 2 
physician ; but no ship sailing for Rangoon, 
he was detained three months, at the ex- 
piration of which we both embarked 00 
board the very first vessel that sailed. 

Qn our near approach to Rangoon, you 
cannot imagine our anxiety to learn the 
fate of our beloved converts. It was neal 
Iv six months since we had left them, an¢é 
during that interval had never heard @ 
word from them. Of the ten who had beet 
baptized, we expected to hear that some 
had apostatized, some grown cold, and 
some perhaps had suffered martyrdom. As 
the vessel sailed up the river, with wha! 

anxiety did we look through the spy-glas 
to discover who of the disciples were wall 
ing our arrival on the whi urf, considerin’ 
this as some 

* Mrs K. deceased seveva! 
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determine their adherence to the Christian 
religion! And what was our joy when we 
jiscovered the principal ones looking with 
4s much eagerness towards the vessel as we 
did toward the shore. In the ev ening we 
found ourselves surrounded by all the con- 
yerts (excepting one W ho was in the coun- 
tly; and had not heard of our arrival,) and 
once more united with them in praising 
our heavenly Father for our sale arrival, 
and tor the grace which had been given to 
enable them thus far to persevere. 
Those we had left as inguivers again col- 
lected around us, and some of them gave 
considerable evidence of having been born 
again; thas after an absence of six months, 
ve found ourselves alinost in the saine situ- 
ation as When we left, and the prospect be- 
fore us equally encouraging. One Birman 
has been added to the church since our ar- 
rival, whose cenversion strikingly displays 
the sovereignty of God. He is a native of 
Bike, where his parents still live ; he came 
to Rangoon two years ago, and attached 
himself to a teacher m order to understand 
the Birman system of religion more per- 
fectly, and to find some way of escape fiom 
hell. He followed the instructions of the 
teacher, accompanied him to the pagodas, 
made offerings when he bid him, and did 
every thing which he considered meritori- 
ous. At the expiration of one vear, he 
found himself as far from a state of ease 
and safety as when he commenced the 
useless routine. While his mind was in 
uis state of perplexity, he heard ene of his 
neivxbours teiling another, that a foreign 
ieacher had commenced preaching, that 
he told about an eternal God, that be had 
some to this country for no other purpose 
than that of instructing the Birmans in this 
new religion, that he gave tracts to all who 
wished them azxi lived in a white zayat on 
the pagoda read, Hearmg this he imme- 
diately resolved on visiting this strange 
teacher; he next morning, before sun 
lise, When Moung Nau w ent to open the 
zayat, to his great surprise he saw a stran- 
zer Waiting in the porch, who immediately 
inquired if that was the residence of the for- 
eign teacher. He said nothing of his ob- 
jeg. in coming, but appeared all attention 
While Mr. Judson was conversing with the 
multitude who then thronged the zayat. He 
jad continued his visits three or four days, 
a silent listener to all that was said, before 
Mr. J. conversed with him personaily, He 
then took him to the Mission house, inquir- 
ed particularly into the state of his mind, 
and, to his great surprise and joy, found that 
lie had obtained clear views of himseYf as a 
jost, ruined sinner, and felt that the way of 
: alvation, by Christ, was altogether suitable 


for a person in his situation. He felt desi- 
rous of embracing the Christian religion, 
and requested to be baptized. On further 
inquiry, Mr. J found he was under an en- 
gagement to goto sea, and expected to sail 
wubin afew days. Thus circumstanced. 
the brethren were unwilling to administer 
the ordinance of baptism, as they had had 
no Opportunity of Knowing any ting fur- 
ther of him than what they had seen in se 
short atime. The day beture he sailed, he 
obtained permission cf his captain to visit 
the Zayat once more, when his appearance 
was remarkably solemn and interesting. 
He seeined desirous to be released trom his 
engagement to go to sea, but it was now toa 
late. Mr. J. furnished him with tracts and 
poruions of Scripuire, and afier praying, 
and committing hum to God, parted with 
him, feeling doubtful whether he should 
ever meet with him again in this world. A 
lew weeks ago, just a year and a half from 
his departure, we had the great pleasure of 
seeing him come up the Mission stairs. On 
conversing with him, we were surprised to 
find that he had made such advances in the 
divine life, with no other means of grace 
than the gospel of Matthew, and a few 
tracts. The religion of C brist beautifully 
appeared through: all his rusticity, and shew- 
ed itself of divine origin. He was soon af- 
ter baptized, and joytuily received by every 
member, into our little church. 

Moung Nau, the first convert, is as firna 
as a rock, and as strong in his attachment 
tous asever. He enters into the feelings 
of Christians in sending the gospel among 
the heathens, and says, he hopes the time 
will come when Birman Christians will be 
sufficiently numerous to support a teacher, 
so that the money new expended here may 
be used in sending a Missionary where the 
gospel has not been yet preached. Moung 
Shwa-ba is a very grow ing Christian. He 
is solemn and sp ‘ritual i in his conversation, 
improves every op portunity in communi- 
cating truth to others, and is constant in 
reading the Scriptures, and in secret prayer 
Mah Menla, the only female who has bees 
baptized, is a great acquisition to our little 
circlé. She is above filty years o Id, a ver) 
judicious sensible and decidedly pious Wo- 
man. She, her sisters and acquaintances. 
beside attending worship ov the Sabbath. 
visit me every Wednesday, for the purpose 
of reading the Scripture and religious con- 
versation. We had built a sciool- house, 
= had just began to make exertions 

a few scholars, when she was taker 
il. We hope, however, she will soon re- 
cover, and become the first Christian in- 
structress among the Burmans. 


AN 






SENECA MISSION. 

From the American Missionary Register 

The Rev Mr Harris and his wile, who are 
appointed to this Station, arrived ai (heir place 
of destination on the 29th of October tas:. 

Some extracts from the Journal will best 
shew the manver in which they were received 
aad their prospects of usefulness 

Thursday, November 8. Met in council 
this day with the Chiefs of the tribe at Mr. 
Young’s house. ‘The Chiefs pretty gener- 
ally attended. When I entered the chamber 
where they were sitting, all appeared grave 
andattentive. Liitle Johnson was speaking. 
He appeared grave, manly, and eloquent. 
After considerable conlerence among thein- 
seives; iuey remarked, that they were as- 
senibled in consequence of some informa- 
tion before derived from me : that the Good 
Society at New-York had sent them a talk, 
to which they supposed no answer was re- 
quired ; and that they were now ready to 
attend to the counsel which might be given 
to them by the Society. I then asked 
whether it would be agreeable to them if 
we should ask a blessivg of the Great Spirit 
updn our meeting. They answered that it 
would. After prayer tie first talk from the 
Board was read, consisting of a letter of in- 
troduction for their Missionary and his wile 
to the Chiefs, This*was succeeded by an- 
other addressed to the Chiefs, in answer to 
the one sent to the Board requesting a 
teacher for their brethren at Tonewanta. 
After these papers had been read and ex- 
plained, Pollard rose and said,—that they 
owed ten thousand thanks to their minister 
for so patiently explaining the good talk, 
and to the Good Society for sending it: 
but that a Messenger was present from 
Tonewanta, and that if 1 would retire for a 
few minutes, until they had cleared the way, 
as they expressed it, and fuily heard the 
news which had now reached them, they 
would then be prepared to return an answer. 

After entering the chamber the second 
time—Pollard again rose and said, that we 
owed great thanks to the Great Spirit that 
we had been spared in health and safety 
to see each other’s face, and that they ow- 
ed much to the Society for their good talk 
and thousand thanks to their minister fox 
so satisfaetorily explaining it to them. He 
said, that though the Society had not sent 
# minister as soon as they at first promised, 
vet that they rejoiced to learn, that, as soon 
as he could be prepared, he had come to 
devote his life to their good. According to 
the request of the Good Society they prom- 
ised faithfully to receive and love their min- 


ars, el to protect him to the utinost of 


their pow ‘They understood that it was 
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his business to explain to them the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ contained in the 
good book. They promised to listen with 
all possible attention to the explanations, 
which should from time to time be made 
from the word of God for their best good 
and the salvation of their souls. They re- 
joiced he said to learn that they and the 
Board, were even minded, in the business 
which so deeply interested their brethren at 
Tonewanta. 'They had sent to the Board, 
requesting their counsel on the propriety or 
impropriety of advising their brethren to 
join in any agreement, with people of a 
different denomination ; and they have now 
coincided in opinion with them, that it 
would not be best to receive teachers from 
any other denomination, but all to observe 
thesame way :—This he remarked was very 
satisfactory to their minds; and they were 
willing to wait the arrival of the teacher 
which had been promised them in the talk 
just read to them. 

On the subject of sending a Teacher to 
Tonewanta, they remarked, that if the So- 
ciety could send their people there, a letter 
promising a teacher, signed with the ap- 
probation of the President of the United 
States and the Secretary at War, they sup- 
posed that it would be abundantly sufficient 
to satisfy the minds of the Pagan party, and 
cause them to be silent. This they thought 
would cause them to think they were not 
imposed upon, by the avaricious whites. To 
this L replied, that I held in my hand a let- 
ter from the Department of war, stating, that 
the Government did approve of these socie- 
ties sending teachers among the Indians ; 
that au annual suin of ten thousand dol- 
lars had been appropriated for the purpase 
of teaching the Indians the ways of white 
people, and that this money should be ap- 
plied through the medinm of benevolent 
and religious societies. I remarked, thatif 
their brethren requested it, a copy of this 
letter might be sent to thei, in order that 
their minds might be satisfied that this was 
not a “cunningly devised” scheme to de- 
ceive them; aod that they might see tha! 
it was the very plan which Goyernment had 
resolved to carry into execution. This, 
they said, was the very thing they had 
wanted all along, and they were rejoiced at 
the good news. "A copy of the letter was 
accordingly sent. 


TUSCARORA MISSION. 


Rev. Mr. Crane to the Domestic Secre- 
tury, dated Tuscarora Village, Nov. 
17, 1821. 

I observed in my last, that some of our 
youth were still serious; but that, during 
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1822. 
the summer, they had been placed in dis- 
advantageous circumstances, and that the 
meiubers of the Church were not so ac- 
tive and useful as they had been. ‘Their 
concern for the salvation of souls had con- 
siderably declined, and this declension had 
produced an unfavourable effect upon oth- 
ers. But, since we have been living tn the 
village, @ most encouraging alteration has 
taken place. Our Sabbath Scheol, Cou- 
ferences, and Prayer Meetings, have been 
regularly attended. The Christian Indians 
have become more attentive to our Confer- 
ences, and their anxiety for the conversion 
ef others, is evidently reviving ; although 
they do vot yet evince as much solicitude 
as is desirable. But, among our dear youth, 
a work has commenced, and appears to be 
progressing, which promises the most hap- 
py results. Buta short tue since, some 
of our most intelligent young men were 
addicted to the most degrading and ruin- 
ous vices; and others were distinguished 
for their Jevity and their almost inveterate 
stupidity about thetr future destiny. Now 
there are many, whose anxiety for the sal- 
vation of their souls is encouraging, and 
gives us reason to believe that the spirit 
of God is, at least, affording his word and 
their consciences some assistance. But, 
there are four young men, now the most 
intelligent, industrious, and promising, of 
any in the Tribe; who are under the most 
pungent conviction of their sins. In these, 
the sovereign, discriminating grace .and 
power of God are displayed. It is not long 
since all of them were intemperate. It is 
but a short time since three of them were 
seen, by myselt, reeling with intoxication 
through the village. Now, they are evi- 
dently “inquiring the way to Zien, with 
their fuces ihitherward.” Lately, they were 
fuil ot envy, jealousy, and every pernicious 
passion ; now, in all our meetings, we sce 
enough to make us exclaim—How these 
dear youth Jove one another! The aged 
Cusick, who bas been interpreter here for 
twenty years,.called at my house a few days 
wince, and, in the course of conversation, 
emarked—“I never saw such times in our 
tation before. Albis peace! All are united!” 
At present, the exercises in the ‘Tribe 
-ate as follows :—QOn the Sabbath, the or- 
dnary preaching and the Sabbath School: 
Diring the week, a meeting of the youth 
forthe purpose of disclosing the state of 
thdr minds to each other, conversing ou 
relgious subjects, and praying together ; a 
meting of the youth and all who wish to 
attad, designed to be a Conference, in 
wheh I give instruction, and interrogate 
then individually; a Conference of the 
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members of the Church; anda Singing 
School. 

Such is the state of this dear people now. 
As i stated above, many are serious. But 
we must suppose that some are induced to 
reflect upon tieir state through the example 
of Others, and we are apprehensive that 
their excitement may subside without any 
happy termimatien. Yet, we hope te have 
reason to send you gratifying intelligence 
irom this statien fer many menths to come. 
We wish you to expect much ; but not 
from us, nor our fidelity; but from the 
Lord Jesus, and froin your prayers for us 
and our interesting people. 





REVIVALS OF BELIGION. 
‘rom the Basten Recorder. 
HANOVER, N. H. 

This Society has been favoured with 
faithtul preaching from the first setdement 
of the town. The Rev. Eden Burroughs 
was soon installed their pastor, and labour- 
ed with good success among his people for 
many years. But these days of peace and 
prosperity were soon beclouded ; discord 
was sown among brethren, and as_ painful 
as it was to the friends of religion in Han- 
over, unhappy divisions which separated the 
hrethren into two distinct churches, caused 
the settlement of another minister in the 
same district, and ultimately resulted in the 
dismission of both.—W hen this day of blas- 
phemy and rebuke had passed by, the twe 
churches united; which was in the year 
1810. During the 3 or 4 years they were 
destitute of a settled minister, much good 
seed was sown in this part of God’s vine- 
yard by those whom the Society employed. 
The importance of having a settled nsinis- 
ter began to be deeply felt by the church 
and society, and they united their prayers 
to the throne of grace for such a blessing, 
and for a season of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. But they were small. 
The enemy, bebolding their former conten- 
tions, had cultivated a spirit of prejudice, 
and they came in like a flood threatening 
the removal of the candlestick out of its 
place. But the Lord through his rich grace 
and imercy, whois always more ready ie 
give his Holy Spirit to them that ask him. 
than earthly parents are to give good gilts 
to their children, has lifted up a standard 
against them, and broken their ranks. The 
time had now arrived when so much of @ 
union Was formed as to present a prospect 
not the most unfavourable for the settlement 
of a minister, and the writer of this narra 
tive was ordained on the 22d June 1814. 
The church at this time consisted of 55 
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members, the most of whom were advanced 
in life, and had often sat by the cold river 
of Babylon and wept, when they remena- 
bered Zion. But God the Saviour now ap- 


peared to wipe away the tear of sorrow, and — 


fill the heart with joy and gladness. Be- 
fore the year 1814 expired it was observed 
that an unusual solemnity appeared on the 
countenances of many who frequented the 
sanctuary, anda few were hopefully re- 
newed by the spirit of grace. About this 
time a very interesting revival commenced 
in Dartmouth College and vicinity, and in 
the year 1815, the work became powerful 
in both societies, and to each of the chureh- 
es there was an accession of about 70. In 
the east parish, the revival appeared to be 
almost entirely coufined to those families 
that associated for the support of the gos- 
pel. In view of such a display of divine 
grace, by which many of the r.sing genera- 
tion came up to the help of the Lord against 
ihe mighty, the fathers and mothers im Is- 
rael w ept for joy.—Trom that period on to 
the commencement of the late revival, 
nothing very special occurred. Professors 
of religion had lost in some measure their 
first love, and sinners became cold in their 
opposition. “ While the Bridegroom tar- 
ried they all slumbered and slept.” Only 
here and there an individual from year to 
year came forward to tonfess the naine of 
Christ before men. But the Lord’s hand is 
not shortened that it cannot save, nor his 
ear heavy that it cannot hear. He has 
heard the mourning voice of his churchand 
come again for her salvation. 

The vear that has fled, has been to many 
in this place the happiest year that they 
ever enjoyed. God has done great things 
for us, Whercof we are glad. There were 
favourable appearances during last winter, 
in the north part of the parish, and a small 
number were hopefully born into the king- 
dom. To encourage tiie seriousness in this 
section of the town, it was proposed that 
the friends of religion in other districts, 
should attend the conferences held in this 
part of the town. ‘Tbe appearances were 
more and more encouraging until the win- 
ter was gone, the spring returned, and the 
time of the singing of birds came. The 
work now seemed to spread at once into 
several other districts, and many, particu- 
larly among the youth were making the 
ANXioUs enquiry, “ What shall I do to be 
saved.” Conferences were held in almost 
every part of the town, and were well at- 
tended. The conferences for young people 


in the centre of the town, became so crowd- 
ed it was found necessary to repair to the 
wmeeting-hause for aceommedation. Many 
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of these meetings for young people, were 
the most solerin and interesting of any that 
the writer ever witnessed. In one instance, 
three of these dear youth, who came to the 
conference, and with many tears, entreated 
to be remembered in the prayers of God’s 
people, returned home from meeting re- 
joicing in redeeming love. The revival 
has been principally among the rising gen- 
eration, while many hose heads are blos- 
soming for the grave, have been unwilling 
to enter the kingdom of heaven themselves, 
or sutier those that were entering to go in, 
The number of hopeful converts in town 
is not far from 200. Seventy-two have been 
received into communion with this church, 
and not far from fifty have been added to 
the church at Dartmouth College. The 
present number of communicants in this 
church is 183. 

There are stil] some amongst us inquir- 
ing the way to Zion, and there have been 
a few recent instances of hopeful conver- 
sion.—In view of what God has done for 
this people, and for what he is doing in the 
towns aroundus, we would say with all 
humility, “ Not unto us, not unto us, but 
to thy name be all the glory.” Yours al- 
fectionately, Jos1an Towne. 

Hanover, (VW. HL.) Jan. 8, 1822. 





From the Seamen’s Magazine. 
NEW-YORK BETHEL UNION. 
First Report, presented at the Public Meet- 
ing, Dec. 31, 1821. 

Upwards of eighteen centuries have elap- 
sed since on the monntains of Judea was 
first heard the angelic overture, “ Fear not, 
for behold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, Which shall be to ail people,” followed 
by the grand chorus, “Glory to Ged in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will 
towards men.” 

Ever since the first annunciation of the 
Gospel of peace, has its mighty influence 
been exerted to meliorate the condition of 
human jife—to bring many sons and daugh- 
ters home to glory —and to prepare the way 
for the reign of universal righteousness. 

Wherever the glorious Sun of Righteous 
ness has shone, His enlightening and enli¥ 
ening influence has been felt 3 and althouga 
his beams have at times been interc epta 
by clouds of ignorance and superstition, le 
las continued to shed increasing brightness 
in his glorious ascent towards the full spla- 
dour of meridian day. 

It cannot be too often repeated, that he 
present age has been favoured with greder 
light and higher privileges than any whch 
has preceded it; and it ought to be reead- 
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ed with gratitude to the great Head of the 
Church, it has also witnessed an increased 
affection and fellowship among his mem- 
bers. 

The christian community have begun to 
feel their high responsibility, and to be ac- 
tively, extensively, and unitedly engaged 
in their Master’s service. It is no longer 
the cause of sect or party which animates 
the counsels, the exertions and the prayers 
of Christians: in this great work they are 
“all one in Christ Jesus.” “'Thy kingdom 
come,” is the prayer of all; and all whe 
feel the spirit and imitate the example of 
their Master, are desirous openly and ac- 
tively to engage in his cause—to put on 
his armour, and to fight his battles. In 
this warfare there can be no neutrals; they 
who are not for him are against him. 

Every day opens a new door to active 
usefulness and duty, and it becomes us to 
acknowledge with thankfulness and grati- 
tude, that a new spirit is given to the hum- 
ble efforts of pious men. The darkness of 
ages is rolling away, and scenes the most 
bright and splendid are introduced to our 
astonished view ; scenes which unfold the 
triumphs of the cross and the victories of 
the Redeemer. 

In this age of mercy to benevolent instt- 
tutions, it becomes Christians often and 
earnestly to inqure what new projects can 
be devised, what new plans adopted, to fill 
up some remaining deficiency. In answer 
to such an inquiry may no doubt be traced 
the recent efforts for the moral improvement 
of seamen, both in Europe and America. 

The first institution having for its object 
the spiritual welfare of seamen, was a Bi- 
ble Society for the British navy and army, 
which arose, under the patronage of the 
late benevolent John Thornton, in 1780. 
it declined after his death, but was revived 
again in 1804, under the name of the Na- 
vai and Military Bible Society. In 1806 
it took a more systematic organization, and 
received for its President the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. Its labours have been great- 
ly blessed, and as one of its fruits may be 
mentioned the conversion of many naval 
officers, same of whom are now successful 
ministers of the gospel. 

» Within three or four years past, seamen 
in England have been an object of much 
religious solicitude and attention. On the 
30th December, 1817, a meeting was held 
in London for the purpose of devising 
means for their religious improvement, 
which led the way to the formation, on the 
29th of January, 1818, of the Merchant 
Seamen’s Bible Society. On the 18th of 


March succeeding, arose the Port of Lon- 
don Society. 

These measures have been followed with 
the formation of Seamen’s Friend and Be- 
thel Union Societies, in all the principal 
ports in Great Britain. 

In December, 1816, the first movements 
began in New-York, when a committee 
was appointed to receive donations for 
building .a Mariners’ Church. In March, 
1817, the Marine Bible Society was form- 
ed; and in May, 1818, the Port of New- 
York Society for promoting the Gospel 
among Seamen was instituted, for the 
double object of erecting a church and sup- 
porting a preacher. 

While these things were going on, sea- 
men were still without the preaching of the 
gospel. A new society immediately rose 
up, under the name of the New-York Ma- 
rine Missionary Society, whose particular 
object was to furnish preaching to seamen 
untilthe church should be completed ; since 
which time they have been regularly pro- 
vided with the means of grace. 

Laudable eflorts of the same general 
character have been made in many of the 
cities of the United States. 

This general view of the means in ope- 
ration in behalf of Seamen, has been given, 
to introduce to the christian public a brief 
history of the rise and progress of the “JVew- 
York Bethel Union.” 

[After giving ai account of the interesting 
prayer meetings on board of vessels in New- 
York, some of which we have published, the 
Report concludes J 

The operations of societies in England, 
in behalf of seamen, are progressing with 
wonderful success. It is extremely grati- 
fying to see with what zeal this interesting 
subject is taken hold of by christians in 
almost every port in Great Britain, and 
what solicitude they manifest for its promo- 
tion in America. Every Report we receive 
from them contain the most cheering and 
animating intelligence. Christians there 
seem to make it the great business of their 
lives to do good. 

Would our limits permit, we might make 
extracts from their reports, but we shall 
content ourselves by observing, that the 
greatest efforts are making throughout the 
whote British empire to furnish seamen with 
the means of grace, accompanied as we 
have no doubt, with many prayers that these 
means may be blessed to the salvation of 
thousands of seamem, and bring in a rich 
revenue of glory to the Redeemer. ‘The 
foremost in these operations, was once a 
cabin bov, afterwards rose to a lieutenant 
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in the British navy, is now a herald of the 
Cross, the Rev G. C. Smiru! 

Ve general character of seamen, has of 
late greatly improved. It has been stated 
to one of the board, by a-captain in Liver- 
pool trade, that he now scarcely ever hears 
a profane word en board his vessel ; and 
that on every Sabbeth, when the weather 
avill permit, the seamen are coilected in lit- 
tle gropes together, while one is reading to 
them the precious truths of the gospel. 

To enumerate all the advantages result- 
ing from a well organized system of meas- 
ures te improve the moral and religious con- 
dition of seamen, would swell this Report 
to an unreasonable length. Enough has 
been said, it is heped, to insure the co-ape- 
ration of every friend to Christianity, in 
this benevolent enterprise. 

In the address of the Liverpool Seaman’s 
Friend Society and Bethei Union, it is 
well remarked, “ that the natioual impor- 
tance of seamen makes them objects of na- 
tional interest.—They are the life of our 
commerce, and successtul defenders of our 
rights. Upon their eiterprise and integrity 
depends i in a-great degree, the success of 
our trade and the honour of our country— 
abjects too vast and vital to be intrusted in 
any hands without the guarantee of moral 

rin cip!e.’ 

But how does-this consideration, weighty 
as itis, dwindle into comparative insignifi- 
cance, when put in competition with the 
“interests of a single soul! This is the mo- 
rave which should call inte requisition every 
fatent energy of our minds—impel us to se- 
verer duties, greater sacrifices, and more 
aumble ardent and persevering prayer. 

The Board cannot forbear to remark, that 
#t is by no means an unimportant circum- 
stauce that the six great denominations ef 
Christians in ovr city, have most harmoni- 
ously combined their influence in this gle- 
rious work, and delight to gather round the 
mercy seat, and ponr out their united sup- 
plication to ovr common Redeemer. In 
this the Board have began te realize the 
hopes of christians, who ere looking for- 

ward with delighted antcipations to the 
period which they see rapidly advancing, 
when the Shiboletis of party shall be mevr- 
ged in one common eifort to send the gos- 
pel through the world. 

The day too will soon arrive, when the 
traveller, as he crosses the ovean, will find 
in every vessel a Bethel of prayer, an alter 
erected to our Lord and redeemer 3; and as 
he takes his circuit over the globe, will hail 
disciples of Jesus in every clime, inhabiting 
every city and village in his course—every 
where churches consecrated to the service 
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of the one living and true God, Father Son 
and Holy Spur it, will meet his rejoicing 
eves, and hymns of gratitude and praise w ill 
vibrate on hisear. Yes, and much is resery- 
ed for Christian seamen in hastening on this 
happy day of sacred jubilee. They’ will be- 
come Heralds of the cross, and carry the 
glad news of salvation to foreign lands and 
distant climes. To thousands who are now 
living without God, to whom “ Heaven 
presents no hepe and Hell no fears,” they 
will be the honoured instruments of repeat- 
ing the anthem chanted from the skies to 
the shepherds of Bethlehem. “ Unto you 
is horne this day, inthe city of David, a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” 

Pious seamen are destined by the provi- 
dence ot God to act a distinguished part 
in that moral revelution of the world, whick 
is to give unto the Redeemer “ the heathen 
for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for his pessession.” QO, happy 
inen.! thus privileged to bear the blood- 
bought blessings of redemption to earth’s 
remotest bounds. 

A few more rolling years at most, will, 
thus usher in the glories of the millen- 
nial Sabbath. Time in its eagle flight has 
brought us to the close of another year, 
and in its narrow compass, how many 
events interesting to seamen, and the friends 
of seamen, have crowded! How many of 
them have gone down to people the regions 
of despair! And many, we hope, of ‘their 
immortal spirits, through the instrumental!- 
ity of Bethel Union Societies, have ascend- 
ed to shout unceasing hallelujahs to the 
Redeemer! Inthe review we have much 
to humble—much to gladden We have 
seen the mighty system of means urging for- 
ward in a majestic and accelerated march 
the accomplishment of the divine purposes, 
publishing to all the warld the forgiveness 
of sins. And whilst to us the Gospel clarion 
sounds in a louder and sweeter strain, urg- 
ing us onward, dees not this christian exer- 
tion commend itself to the best feelings and 
prayers of every renewed heart ? 

To-morrow—and a new year will dawn 
on this apostate world. Qh, may it prove a 
rich season of mercy to every benevolert 
enterprise that concerns the soul! 

Respectfully submitted to the Society by 
the Board of Directors, 

Horace Houpen, Sec. 





ADDRESS TO SEAMEN, 
Delivered before the Marine Bible Society 
at Portland, Me. by the Rev. Edward 
Payson. 
Or readers will pardon the lengthy extracts 
wea have made from this address when thev 














read it. We regret that our limits will not 
admit the w hale of it: being sensible that 
every line we have struck out has detracted so 
much from its meri's 

Atter taking a view of the gradual expansion 
of Christian Benevolence at the present day, 
ibe speaker thus addiesses bimself to Sea- 


men: 


But to this long neglected class of socie- 
ty also, Christian benevolence now extends 
her hand. Now, the spire of “ the ma- 
riner’s church” rises in the midst of com- 
mercial cities, pointing the tempest tossed 
sons of oceanto ahavenof rest above. Now, 
“the Bethel flag,” under which- seamen 
and landsmen unite to worship Him, who 
governs earth and sea, waves in many of 
their harbours. Now, Marine Bible So- 
cieties are formed ; and the chests of every 
sailor may contain, if he will accept of it, 
that inestimabie treasure, the Book which 
makes men “wise unto salvation.” 

We rejoice, my seataring friends, to see 
so many of you assembled here, on this oc- 
casion. Most cordially do we bid you wel- 
come, a thousand times weleome to the 
temple of Him, who is no less your God 
than ours. Welcome, welcome, weary, 
weather beaten sailors, to the place, where 
rest is offered to the weary in the name of 
Jesus Christ. And why have we invited 
and welcomed you here, this evening ? Be- 
gause you are our fellow-creatures, our fel- 
low-immortals. Because you are our ship- 
mates in the great ship of this world; and 
are sailing with us to the shores of eternity. 
Because you have something within you, 
which thinks and feels ; and that some- 
thing is an immortal soul; a soul worth 
infinitely more than allthe merchandise, 
which you ever assisted in conveying across 
the seas ; a soul worth more than “all the 
stars which twinkle above you, while keep- 
ing your evening watch on deck; a soul, 
which will continue to live, and to be hap- 
py or miserable, when all those stars are 
quenched in everlasting night. Yes, mark 
me, shipmates, you have, each, such a soul 
within you ; a soul dear to Him who made 
it; a soul for whose salvation Jesus Christ 
shed his blood ; and for the loss of which, 
the whole world, could you gain it, would 
be no compensation. ‘This precious freight, 
these immortal suuls are embarked, in trail 
vessels, on the dangerous voyage of life; a 
voyage, which you are even now pursuing, 
and which will terminate, either in the 
Port of Heaven, or in the Gulf of Perdi- 
tion. ‘To one or the other of these places, 
you are all bound. In one or the other of 
them you will all land at death. In which 
of them you suallland, will depend on the 
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course you steer. These. are the reasons 
why we feel concerned for you; why we 
address you. We wish you to steer a safe 
course. We know there is but one such 
course. We wish you to make sure of a 
good harbour, in which you may rest quiet- 
ly, after the toilsome voyage of life is end- 
ed. We know there is but one such har- 
bour. We know that this harbour is not 
easy to find. We know that the sea over 
which you sail is full of sunken rocks and 
quicksand, on which many ? brother sailot 
has made shipwreck of his soul. Your voy- 
age is, therefore, exceedingly dangerous, 
We meet you pursuing this voyage and 
wish to speak you. When you speak a 
vessel, one of the first questions you ask her, 
is “ Where are you bound ?” Allow me to 
ask you the same question. Ho, there, 
Creature of God, Immortal Spirit, Voyag- 
er to Eternity! 
—Heard I the answer aright? Was it, I 
don’t know ? Not know where you are 


bound ! Heard you ever such an answer to, 


this question betore ? Should you hear such 
an answer frem a spoken vessel, would you 
not conclude its crew to be either drunk or 
mad ? And would you not expect soon to 
hear of its loss? Not know where you are 
bound! and have you then, for so many 


years, been beating about in the fogs of ig-: 
norance and uncertainty ; with no port in__ 


view ; the sport of storms and currents; 
driv en hither and thither as the winds 

change, without any hope of ever making a 
liarbour, and liable, every moment, to 
strike upon a lee shore ? Not know where 
you are bound? Alas, then, | fear you are 
bound to the Gulf of Perdition; and that 
you will be driven on the rocks of Despair, 
which are now right ahead of you, and 
which, sooner or later, bring up all, who 
know not where they are bound, and who 
care not what course they steer. 

Should you see a fine ship, well built, 
liandsomely rigged, and completely equip- 
ped for a voyage, could any man make you 
believe, that she built herself? or that she 
was built by chance ? or that she sprung like 
a bubble, out of the sea? Would you not 


_feel as certain, that she was the work of 


some builder, as if you had stood by, and 
seen him shape every timber, and drive 
every bolt ? And can you, then, believe, 
that this great ship, the world, built itself : ? 
or that it was built by chance ? or that it 
sprung out of nothing without any cause? 
Do you not fee] as certain, that it was made 
by some great and wise and powerful buid- 
er, as if you had stood by and seen him 


make it? Yes, vou will say, every ship is 
built hy some man; but He that built all 


whither art thou bound ? © 
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things must be more than man: He must 
be Gop. 

Another question. Should you see a 
vessel go every year, for many years suc- 
cessively, to a distant port, and return ata 
set time; performing all her voyages with 
perfectregularity, and never going a cable’s 
length out of her course, nor being a day 
out of her time, could you be made to be- 
lieve, that she had no commander, pilot, or 
heimsman on board; that she went and 
came of her own accord ; or that she had 
nothing to steer her but the wind ? Would 
you have any more doubt that she was un- 
der command of some skillful navigator, 
than if you were on board, and saw him ; 
Jook then, once more at this great ship, the 
world. See how regularly she makes her 
annual voyage round the sun, without ever 
getting out of her course, Or being a day out 
ot her time. Should sbe gain or lose a 
single day in making this voyage, what 
would ali your Nautical tables be good for ? 
Now, would she go and come with such 
pectect reguiarity and exactness of her own 
accord? or with no one to regulate her 
course ? Can you any more doubt that she 
és under the direction of some skilful com- 
mander, than if you saw him regulating all 
her motions? But if the world ‘has a pilot, 
a commander, who tshe? Aye, shipmates, 
who is he ? Is it any of her crew? You 
know, that if they should all unite their 
strength, they could neither move her, nor 
alter her course a hair’s breadth. Who, 
then, can it be? Bat why need [ask ? Who 
can regulate all the motions of the world, 
except He, that made the world ? And re- 
member, shipmates, if God is here to regu- 
late her course, he must be here to see how 
the crew behave. 

Once more. Woulda wise owner put a 
crew on board a vessel, and send her to sea, 
bound ona long voyage, without a com- 
pass, chart, quadrant, or pilot, to be driven 
just where the wiads and waves might carry 
her, uil she foundered, or went to pieces on 
some rocky shore ? No, you reply, no wise 
owner, no man, that cared any thing ei- 
ther for the ship or the ship’s company, 
would act in this manner. Aud would the 
good, ‘he all wise God then, who made the 
world, and placed us in it, act in such a pian- 
ner? Certainly not. It would be insulting 
him to think so. For a commander and 
pilot, he has given us his own son, Jesus 
Chirist, the Captain of salvation : beyond 
all comparison the most skilful, kind, and 
eareful commander, that ever seaman sail- 
ed under. He can carry you, and he alone 
€an carry vou, safely 
No soul ever 


‘ 


found its way into 


Fleaven. 
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that Port without him. No soul which put 
itself under his care, was ever lost. Final- 
ly, for a compass, chart, and quadrant, God 
has given us the BisLe; and most com- 
pletely does it answer the purpose of all 
three. By this book, as a compass, you 
may shape your course correctly ; for it 
will always traverse freely, and it has no 
variation. By this book, as a quadrant, 
you imay at any time, by night or by day 
take an observation, and find out exactly 
where you are. And in this book, as on a 
chart, not only the Port of Heaven, but 
your whole course, with every rock, shoal 
and breaker, on which you can possibly 
strike, is most accurately laid down. If 
then, you make a proper use of this book, 
mind your helm, keep a good look out, and 
carefully observe your pilot’s s direction, you 
will, without fail, make a prosperous voy- 
age, and reach the Port of Heaven in sale- 
ty. It may not, however, be amiss, to give 
a few hints respecting the first part of your 
course. 

If you examine your chart, you will find 
put down, not far from the Jatitude in which 
you now are, a most dangerous rock called 
the Rock of intemperance, or Drunkard’s 
Rock. This rock, on which there is a high 
beacon, is almost white with the bones ‘of 
poor sailors, who have heen cast away up- 
on it. Youmust be careful to give this 
rock a good birth, for there is a very strong 
current setting towards it. If youonce get 
into that current, you will find it very difii- 
cult getting out again; aud will be almost 
sure to strike and go to pieces. You will 
ofien find a parcel of wreckers round this 
rock, who will try to persuade you that it 
is not dangerous, and that there is no cur- 
rent. But take care how you believe them. 
Their only object is plunder. 

Not far from this terrible rock, you will 
find marked, a whirlpool, almost equally 
dangerous, called, the W hirlpool of Bad 
Company. Indeed this hirlpool, often 
throws vessels upon Drunkard’s Rock, as it 
hurries them round. It lies just outside the 
Gulf of Perdition ; and every thing which 
it swallows up, is thrown into that gulf, It 
is surrounded by several little eddies, which 
often draw mariners into it, before they 
know where they are. Keep a good look out 
then for these eddies, and steer wide of this 
whirlpool ; for it has swallowed up more 
sailors, than ever the sea did. In fact it is 
a complete Hell Gate. 

Besides this whirlpool and rock, there 
are several shoals laid down in your chart, 
which I cannot now stay to describe. In- 
deed these seas are full of them, which 
makes sailing here extremely dangerous. 
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If you would be sure to shun them ail, and 
to keep clear of the terrible gulf, already 
mentioned, you must immediately go about, 
make a sigual for a pilot, and steer for the 
Straits of Repentance, which you will then 
see right ahead. ‘hese straits, which are 


very narrow, from the only passage out of 


the dangerous seas you have been navi- 
gating, into the great Pacific Ocean, some- 
times “called the Safe Sea, or Sea of Sal- 
yation, on this further shore of which hes 
your port. it is not very pleasant passing 
these straits: and therefore many naviga- 
tors have tried hard to find another passage. 
Jadeed, so ve, who pretend to be pilots, will 
tell you there is another; but they are 
wrong ; for the great Master Pilot himself 
has declared, that every one who does not 
pass the Straits of Repentance will certain- 
ly be lost. 

As you pass these Straits, the spacious 
Bay of Faith will begin to open, on the 
right hand side of which you will see a 
high hill, called Mount Calvary. On the 
top of this hill stands a Light House, in 
the form of a cross; whieh, by night, is 
completely illuminated from top to bottom 
and, by day sends up a pillow of smoke, 
like a white cloud. It stands so high, that, 
unless you deviate from the course laid 
down in your chart, you will never lose 
sight of it in any succ eeding part of your 
voyage. At the foot of this Li: ght House, 
you will find the Pilot [ have so often men- 
tioned, waiting for you. You must by all 
means receive him on board: for without 
Him, neitaer your own exertions, nor all 
the charts and pilots in the world can pre- 
serve you from fatal shipwreck. 

As you enter the Bay of Faith, you will 
sec, far ahead, like a white cloud in the 
horizon, the high lands of rng which lie 
hard by your port. ‘These lands are so 
high, that, when the air is clear, you will 
have them constantly in sight during the re- 
mainder of your voyage; and while they 
are in sight, you may be sure of always 
finding anal anchoring ground, and of sate- 
ly riding out every storm. Even in thick 
weather you may easily discern them by 
the help of a glass, with which your Pilot 
will furnish you, and which he will teach 
you how touse. One ccution however is 
necessary. There is a fog bank, called 
Cape Fiyaway, lying over the shoals of 
Delusion, wide ott from your true course 
on the larboard hand, which mariners of- 
ten mistake for the high Jands of Hope. 
You must beware of making this mistake : 
for should you steer for this bank, you will 
800, find yourselves aground, 

I might proceed to describe the remain- 
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der of your course, but it is needless; for 
you will find it allin your chart, the Bi- 
ble. With this chart, the Society which 
invited you here this evening, are ready to 
furnish every de.titute seaman; and they 
do it on purpose :hat your voyage may be 
prosperous, and its termination happy. 
And now, shipmates, let me ask you one 
question mere. Should ship’s crew, 
bound on a long and dangerous voyage, re- 
fuse to provide themselves with either quad- 
rant, chart or compass ;—or, being furnish- 
ed by their owner with these articles, should 
stow them away in the hold, and never use 
them, never mind their helm, keep no look 
out, pay no regard to their pilot’s directions, 
but spend their time in drinking and carous 

ing; have you any doubt they would be 
lost, before their voyage was half over? 
And when you hear that they were Jost, 
would you not say,—It is just as | expect- 
ed; but they have no one to blame but 
themselves. Just so, my dear shipmates, 
if you refuse to receive the Dible, the book 
which your Maker and Owner lias given, to 
assist in shaping your course ;—or if you 
lay this book aside in your chests, and nev- 
er study it ;—or, if you study it, and do not 
shape your course by it,mor pay any regard 
to the directions of Jesus Christ, your com- 
mander and pilot; but make it your only 
object, to live an easy, careless, merry life ; 
be assured that you will make shipwrec k of 
your souls, and founder in that gulf which 
has no bottom ; and while you feel that you 
are lost, lost, lost fur ever, you will also feel, 

that you have no one to blame for it but 
yourselves. You cannot blame God, yous 
Creator and owner ; for he has kindly: giv. 
ey you his only Son, to be your pilot, and 
his book to be your chart. You cannot 
blame your fellow-creatures; for, by the 
hands of this Society, they now offer you 
this book “ without money and without 
price.” You cannot blame the speaker ; 
for he has now told you what will be the 
consequence of neglecting this book. Q, 
then, be persuaded to receive it, to study u, 
and to shape your course by it. Become 
yourselves members of this Bible Society, 
and persuade your comrades to do the 
same. Wherever you see the Bethel flay 
hoisted, rally round it. As often as you 
have an opportunity, visit the house of God 
on the Sabbath, to hear what Jesus Christ 
has done for poor seamen. If you see a 
brother sailor becalmed by the way, o« 
steering another course, lend him a hand, 
and take him with you. Whenever you 
are keeping your evening watch on deck, 

look up, nad see the God of ‘whom you 
have now heard—the God whose name. 
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I fear, some of you “ take in vain,” thron- 
ed in awful silence, and darkness, and 
majesty, on the sky, crowned with a dia- 
dem of ten thousand stars, holding the 
winds and thunderbolts in his hand, and 
setting one foot on the sea, and the oth- 
er on the Jand, while both land and sea 
obey his word, and tremble at his nod. 
This, shipmates, is the God, under whom, 
we wish you to enlist, and to whom, we 
wish you to pray. This is the God, who 
now offers to be the poor sailor’s friend ; 
and, who, in all your voyages, can carry you 
outin safety, and bring you home in peace. 
'This too, is the God, whom we shall all 
one day see coming in the clouds of heaven, 
with power and great glory, to judge the 
world.—Then, at his command, the earth 
and the sea shall give up all, who had been 
buried in the former, or sunk in the latter, 
and they shall stand together before God 
to be rewarded according to their works. 
O then, seamen, lan: ismen, whoever you 
are that hear, prepare, prepare for this 
great day. Yes prepare, ye accountable 
creatures, prepare to meet your God ; for 
He has said,—Behold I come, I come near 
to judgment! And hath he said it, and 
shall He not do it? Hath He spoken, and 
shall he not make it good ? Yes, when His 
appointed hour shall amive, a mighty an- 
gel will Jift his hand to Heaven, and 
swear by Him who liveth for ever and 
ever, that there shall be time no longer. 

Then our world, impetuously driven” by 
the last tempest, will strike, and be dash- 
ed in pieces on the shores of eternity. 
Hark! whata crash was there! One groan 
of unutterable anguish, one loud shriek of 
consternation and despair is heard, and ail 
is still, Nota fragment of the wreck re- 
mains to which the struggling wretches 

might cling for support ; but down, down, 
down they sink, whe!med deep beneath the 
billows of almighty wrath. But see ! soine- 
thing appears at a distance mounting a- 
bove the waves, and nearing the shore. It 
is the Ark of Salvation! it is the Life Boat 
of Heaven! it has weathered the last storm ; 
it enters the harbour triumphantly. Heaven 
resounds with the acclamations of its grate- 
ful, happy crew! Among them may you 
all, shipmates, be found. May the mem- 
bers of this Society, believing and obey- 
ing, as_ well as distributing the scriptures, 
save both themselves, and the objects of 
their care. And may every perishing im- 
nortal in this assembly now, while the 
4rk is open, while the Life-Boat waits, 
while the rope of mercy is thrown within 
Wis grasp, seize it, and make eternal life his 
vWil. 
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BENEVOLENCE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 


The writer of the following piece being a 
citizen of Pennsy!vawia, must be answerable 
fur the correctness of the statemeat We hope 
it will provoke to good works, and to greater 
engagedness in the cause of benevolence. 


To the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer. 


Pennsytvania, Dec. 30, 1821. 

Sir,—1 am sorry to acknowledge a 
fact that you and the numerous readers 
of your useful paper must have noticed 
long ago, viz:—That the citizens of this 
state, are, believe, more backward in con- 
tributing towards Bible, Missionary and 
Education Societies, &c. than any other 
state in the Union, considering their pop- 
ulation and resources. Whoever will 
take the trouble to read the Report of the 
A. B.S. at their Annual Meetings, will 
find, (if Lam not greaily mistaken,) that 
the Pennsylvanians do not contribute one 
sixth part as much as the citizens of the 
state of New-York do towards the sup- 
port of that noble Institution. As far 
as [ can learn, I believe our citizens are 
still more backward as to Missionary and 
other benevolent exertions. I[ believe 
that the citizens of Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh, are active in the carrying on 
of Sabbath schools: these useful estab- 
lishments, no doubt, are carried on ex- 
tensively in other places in the state that 
I have not heard of, and 1 know of some 
places where exertions are worthy o¢ imi- 
tation. I know, however, of many pop- 
ulous places in the state where they are 
entirely neglected, and of other places 
where they have been commenced, 
they have fallen to the ground on ac- 
count, nu doubt, of some mismanage- 
ment. Within the small circle of my ac- 
quaintance I do not understand that pa- 
pers or pamphlets, containing religious 
intelligence, are read extensively ; but 
wien we happen to hear of the exertions 
of others toward the spread of the gospel, 
some of us think the people dovery well ; 
but as for us, if we make a prayer now 
and then for tle missionaries, and the 
heathen, this appears to be enough for 
most of vs these hard times. I often 


think of the expression in Prov. 11. 25. 
“The liberal soul shall be made fat; and 
he that watereth shall be watered alse 
1 fad that whea Mr. Bying- 


himself.” 
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ton made an appeal lately to the public, 
discribing the situation of tne establish- 
~ ut at L.lliot, for want of funds, the peo- 
ile about New-Haven have shown that 
the cause of God is near to their hearts. 
it ought to be noticed, that these same 
churches are watered themselves. Show- 
ers of blessings are descending upon them, 
and the people are flocking to them by 
hundreds, while our churches, in Pena- 
sylvania, as far as [ am acquainted with 
them, are lanyuishing, and some of them 
almost become extinct. F wish that the 
Lord would bless some means to awaken 
us from our slumbers and to kindle our 
zeal. Can you think of any thing that 
would be the means of effecting this at- 
mong us? or shall [hope that the Editor 
of the /’ittsbur wh tecorder may be hon- 
oured as the instrument to bring us to a 
sense of our duty. Some time ago,a 
pece appeared in the Inteiligeucer, shew- 
ing that the Americans generally, were 
far behind the British, according to their 
abilities, im contributing toward the 
spread of the Gospel. I wish you, or 
some of your readers, who have the 
means of information, would show to the 
public, how backward Pennsylvania is in 
the respects above referred to, in com- 
parison with the other states. Lam con- 
vinced, if ministers and other leading 
members, could be prevailed upon to be 
active, the people would contribute. As 
evidence of this, [ will mention the fol- 
lowing instance:—A few days ago | 
lodged at the house of a friend who has 
seven small children, and but little 
toward their support besides his labour, 
He had contributed toward the mission- 
ary establishments at Brainerd and E1- 
liot, inthe fall of 1820, in articles of 
clothing, to the amount of $85 and 
last spring 6; which donations were 
forwarded with other donations to Rey. 


Mr. Herron of Pittsburgh, the agent of 


the board of foreign missions. In our 
conversation in the evening aforesaid, we 
talked about the Indians sending their 
children a yreat distance to school, to the 
establishments last mentioned, aud of 
their not being able te receive them for 
want of funds. My triend appeared to 
frieve much on this account. Aftera 
short pause he said that he had sawn 
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a small lot with oats [ast spring, and that 
he had intended at the time, (although he 
had never mentioned it, even to his fam- 
ily betore,) to give the produce of the lot, 
whatever it might be, toward Indian mis- 
sions—that his intentions were still the 
same; and that he had had the finest 
crop of oats he had scarcely ever seen— 
he supposed there would be about 30 
bushels, which are worth $7,50. Perhaps 
this donation, all circumstances consider- 
ed, might be equal to the $100 you lately 
memioned, which were enclosed in a 
letter from Kentucky, and sent to one ef 
the above establishmi nts. 


OSAGE MISSION. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Vaiié 
io the Editor of the Religious Intelligen- 
cer, dated Union, -Irkansas Territory, 
Nov. 15, 1621. 


Very Dear Sir—Your Religious In- 
telligencer to the 30th of October, 1820, 
came safe to hand last June. It was ani- 
mating to find that you remembered us. 
Move animating still to hear of the wonder- 
tul revivals in your part of the country. I[ 
look back on the land of Sabbaths and Bi-, 
bles with increased delight, for there the 
spirit of the Lord is descending. I have 
no desire to return and leave the work be- 
fore us, for the souls of the heathen are 
precious. Still | should love to share the 
joys of faithful ministers, who are reaping 
the reward of their labours. 

You mav doubtless desire to know some- 
thing concerning the prosperity of this mis- 
sion. Aiter a long and tedrous journey, at- 
tended with severe trials, we are now set 
tled in a pleasant land. We have com 
menced a large establishment according to 
the views of the Society, and are prepared 
to receive the heathen children, aud train 
them up in the right way. Mr. Chapiman 
has entered on the study of the language, 
and there appears to be nothing in the w ay 
of evangelizing these heathen, but the 
unhappy war which exists betw een the 
Osages and the Cherokees. Nothing bu: 
this in the way of gathering hundreds of 
children around us. We have gained the 
confidence of the Indians. They have a de- 
sire to receive instruction; but they dare 
not trust their children so far from their vil 
lage. They feel themselves insecure, and 
they have reason to feel so. Little blood 
has yet been shed by either party. ‘They 
fight altogether in the savage style, fallin 
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upon their enemies by surprise. The Osages 
are at this time on their buifalo hunt. The 
Cherokees have marched westward to the 
number of 4 or 500 in pursuit of them. 
What will be the result, it is impossible to 
tell; as also, when the war will end. Our 
own personal safety is perhaps as great 
here, although we live divectly betweea the 
eontending parties, as in apy country in 
time of war. 

Our situation calls for the continual 
prayers of all who kauow the state of this 
mission. Let all the friends of Christ and 
of the heathen, plead, at the throne of grace, 
that God would prepare the way for his 
gospel in this wilderness, He alone is able 
to turn the hearts of these people to peace. 
He is able, yea, he has promised to make 
the lamb and the lion lie down together. 
My dear Sir, I cannot express the desires 
I feel to have access to these heathen. The 
field is great. Even in this village there 
are 3 or 4000 souls who have no knowledge 
ofa Saviour. We long to see them listen- 
ing tothe sound of the Gospel. 

In regard to the Intelligencer, let me 
state, the numbers, which have not been 
sent on, nay be forwarded to New York, to 
Mr. Isaac Heyer, to be forwarded with the 
articles expected from New-York next 
sprig. Should there be any new publica- 
tions, interesting, it would give me pleasure 
to receive some of them.* 

The health of the mission family is better 
at this time, than it has been for several 
months. Mrs. Vaill, and our little children 
are well. 

Your aifectionate friend and fellow ser- 
vant in the gospel, Wa. F. Vaiui, 


(wore 


INFLUENCE OF PARENTS. 

At the commencement of a revival, in a 
neighbouring town, there lived a family ia 
which there were several young persons The 
parents, however, did not believe in revivals, 
but ridiculed the work, calling it enthusiasm, 
religious stirs, &c. &c. ; but the work invreas- 
ed, and about 50 of the youth were soon made 
subjects of grace. [ft was noticed that all the 
members of this family were passed by, while 
many of their companions were entering into 
the kingdom. The father saw it and was a- 





* We insert this article for the instruction 
of others. 
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larmed. He called his family together, ang 
addressed tbem thus :—My children, f am con. 
vinced that this is the work of God, and I be. 
lieve that now is the time for you to obtain sal. 
vation. Others are anxious for their souls and it 
is time for you to attend to yours. The next 
evening two of the omeE went home from 
meeting, where they had frequently a‘tended 
betore with indifference, under deep convic. 
tion; and several have since found joy and 
peace in believing. Let parents and others, be 
careful, lest haply they be found ficbting against 
God, and the bluod of those, piaced under their 
care, be found ia their skirts. 


POETRY. 
For the Religious Intelligencer. 
THE MOURNING WIDOW. 


Why does my heart now burst with anguish ; 
Ah! whitheris my partner fled ! 

Now, while my spirits droop and languish, 
I'}l search the chambers of the dead. 


Quitting my solitary dwelling, 
1 tread the path now hung with gloom, 
Mine eyes, with tears of griet fast streaming, 
While hast’ning to the dismal tomb. 


Ali! with the slumb’riag dead he’s number’d | 
Behold, he sleeps in liteless clay! 

His soul, no more with dust encumber’d, 
Triumphs in realms of endless day. 


But, Tam left on earth a stranger, 
My beart already rent with grief, 
Whither! Ol! whither shall | wander 
To find a balm for my relief 


Is there no balm ? no kind physician 
Ready to heal my broken heart ? 

Are all my fancied joys delusion ? 
Can life to me no peace impart ? 


Alas! my hopes are gone for ever ! 
"Tis death has stole wy friend away . 

Shall I no more behold him? never, 
O never till the judgment day 


Farewell! to earth—abode ot sorrow, 
There s naught below the etherial sky, 

That eer can sooth a mourning widow, 
Whose pleasures cease, whose comforts die. 


Fly then, my soul, to Christ thy saviour, 
And lean upon bis gracious arms , 

Soon shalt thon feast with endless pleasure, 
Upon his sweet celestial charms. 


Angelic spirits round me hover, 
O quickly bear me on your wings, 
To set with you in bliss for ever, 
Far—far beyond these resties~ things. G, 
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